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RABBI NATHAN MARCUS ADLER
AND THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE

Portraits of Rabbi Nathan Marcus Adler, End of Nineteenth Century
The National Library of Israel

Nathan Marcus Adler was born in Hanover, Germany in 1803. He was ordained as a rabbi in 1828, the same year
that he earned a doctorate in classics and modern languages. After serving in a rabbinical post in Hanover,

he was elected Chief Rabbi of the British Empire in 1844. Rabbi Adler was an important figure in the changing
face of newly emancipated British Jewry and reflected both traditional Orthodox Judaism and modernity. He
was the first Chief Rabbi in Britain to go to university and also the first to pay regular visits to the various
Jewish communities around the country. He also participated in activities for the sake of the general public
and founded the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty and Better Protection of Children. Rabbi Adler
established the United Synagogue, an umbrella organisation uniting many British synagogues under one
leadership. He believed in the need for high quality rabbinical training, and together with Sir Moses Montefiore,
founded Jews’ College (today known as the London School of Jewish Studies). Rabbi Adler's leading work was
Netina LaGer, a commentary on the Onkelos Aramaic translation of the Torah. He died in 1890.
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RABBI ADLER'S SERMON ON
THE GREAT FAMINE, 1847

SERMON

DELIVERED IX THE GREAT SYXAGOGIE,

MRS

Wecent Genccal ffast Dap,

WEDEEERDAY, THE Sttm MARCH, AM. S607

THE REY. DE. ADLELR,

[ELLTE b
SIERWOHE, JILHEET & FIFEE, PATEENETER BNFWY

Forice Plrasprscs.

The National Library of Israel

This is the printed text of a sermon given by Rabbi Nathan Marcus Adler, the Chief Rabbi of the British Empire,
on March 24, 1847, referring to the “recent general fast day...for the benefit of the Sufferers in Ireland, and in
the Highlands of Scotland.” The sermon was written in English with various Hebrew quotes and a concluding
prayer in Hebrew translated into English. This sermon was given on the occasion of a national day of fasting
that was observed throughout the United Kingdom in response to the Irish famine.

Rabbi Adler's sermon demonstrates the Jewish community’s solidarity with people in need outside of the
community. It is interesting to note that in January 1847, Lionel de Rothschild, the first Jewish MP in England,
together with other Jewish philanthropists and leaders such as David Salomons, the first Jewish mayor of
London, formed the British Association for the Relief of Distress in Ireland and the Highlands of Scotland. The
association raised approximately £390,000 for Irish relief, which was a huge amount at the time.
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JEWISH UNITED SYNAGOGUES ACT 1870

CHAP. cxvi.

An Aet for corfirmiing a Scheme of the Charity Commissioners  AD. 1870.
for the Jewish nited Synagogues, [Tdth July 1870.]

‘,  THEREAS the Charnity Commnuissiouers for England and Wales, 1¥th Report,
in their report to Her Majesty of thely proccedings during ?[l[;f:luff:h
the year one thonsand eisht hundied and sixty-nine, have reported 1876,
that they have provisionally approved and eertified {among other
schennes for the application and wanarement of chavitivs) a selweme
for the Jewish TUniled Synazognes, and such seheme iz set ont
the appendix to their said report
And wheveas it s expedient Uhat the said scheme, as the same s
sed out in the seiveduole to this Act, honld be eonfivned ;
Be 1t enaeted by the Queen’s moest Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent ol the Lords Spivitual and Pemporal,
and Conmiens, in this present Varlinment asscmibled, and by the
aguthority of the same, as follows :

1. Tiwc said selwme shall be conlivmed and take edeet. Selieme
pomdirmgs,

The National Archives

This is the parliamentary act passed in 1870, that established the United Synagogue. The act lists the
synagogues that were included and the responsibilities of the United Synagogue, which included maintaining
synagogues, conducting burials, financially supporting the poor and paying for the services of the chief rabbi
and others who worked for the community.
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